A  PROPOSAL  FOR  AN  ACT   OF   PARLIA-
MENT,  TO   PAY   OFF   THE   DEBT
OF THE NATION, WITHOUT
TAXING THE SUBJECT.

HPHE debts contracted some years past for the service and
J- safety of the nation, are grown so great, that under
our present distressed condition by the want of trade, the
great remittances to pay absentees, regiments serving abroad,
and many other drains of money, well enough known and
felt; the kingdom seems altogether unable to discharge
them by the common methods of payment: And either a
poll or land tax would be too odious to think of, especially
the latter, because the lands, which have been let for these
ten or dozen years past, were raised so high, that the owners
can, at present, hardly receive any rent at all. For, it is the
usual practice of an Irish tenant, rather than want land, to
offer more for a farm than he knows he can be ever able to
pay, and in that case he grows desperate, and pays nothing
at all.' So that a land-tax upon a racked estate would be a
burthen wholly insupportable.

The question will then be, how these national debts can
be paid, and how I can make good the several particulars
Of my proposal, which I shall now lay open to the public.

The revenues of their Graces and Lordships the Arch-
bishops and Bishops of this kingdom (excluding the fines)
do amount by a moderate computation to $6$ooL_per ann.
I mean the rents which the bishops receive from their
tenants. But the real value of those lands at a full rent,
taking the several sees one with another, is reckoned to be
at least three-fourths more, so that multiplying 36,8007. by
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